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Dear Acting Administrator Ward,

As part of President Obama’s calls for greater oversight and reducing government
waste, | have reached out to my constituents and encouraged them to contact me with
instances where they feel that the government is spending wastefully or where funds are being
improperly spent. Through this Waste Watchdog program, I've heard from a number of lowans
with concerns over government waste, fraud and abuse.

Recently, | received a complaint from an lowa resident over the use of non-local
contractors by FEMA for clean up and rebuilding efforts in lowa following the flooding. | share
their concern that FEMA is contracting work that could be done by local businesses, which
would then further stimulate the economies of these flood-ravaged communities. While |
understand that FEMA contracting regulations accept bids for projects and usually assign
contracts to the lowest bidder, | believe that areas devastated by natural disasters could benefit
from contracts going to local contractors who are able to complete the work. These contracts
would have the added benefit of providing an economic stimulus and morale boost to
companies and citizens that have already been hit hard by the disaster.

| would like to know what steps FEMA takes when entering an area affected by a natural
disaster to ensure that local businesses capable of performing necessary services for FEMA
receive the contracts for these services. Additionally, were these types of efforts made in
response to the lowa tornado and flooding disasters of 20087? If rules favoring local businesses
in a disaster area are not in place, | strongly urge you to consider implementing these
regulations that would support the local communities you assist in their time of greatest need.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter, and | look forward to hearing from
you in the next 10 business days.

Sincerely,

ce Bra;g

Member of Congress
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